SLIDE SECTION 3: RATIONALE FOR THE CALL AND OVERVIEW OF THEMES

NOTES

Introductory note to presenter:
The purpose of the slides notes (i.e. the text below each slide) is simply to give the presenter additional information so that he/she does not need to refer back to the full Call document. It is also there to clarify more complex elements within the Call document and to highlight possible words/sentences from the Call document to focus on. These will be in bold. Where text from the Call document is included, this will always be in colour and italics. The text accompanying the slides is NOT intended to be read out verbatim, though sections of it can, of course, be used in this way. 
Presenters will need to spend some time looking at the slides and the notes in order to prepare their own interventions.



SLIDE 1

[image: ]

This slide outlines the 3 key elements behind the rationale for the current programme. Elements 2 and 3 will be looked at in more detailed in subsequent slides, but for now, let’s focus on bullet point one – the underlying principles of the current ECML programme and why these must continue. 

There are many factors which influence the learning process but one thing is for sure: there can be no learning without languages... Successful language learning can have a lot of influence on educational success. The title of current programme reflects this: “Learning through languages”. This link between Learning and languages continues into the new programme which is entitled “Languages at the heart of learning”. 

The subtitle of the current programme is “Promoting inclusive, plurilingual and intercultural education”. This programme places great importance on inclusive, plurilingual and intercultural approaches. What are these approaches? Well, these approaches draw and build on the relationships between different cultures and between first and other languages.  In this way they encourage critical thinking and facilitate autonomous learning. Such approaches encourage interdisciplinary, holistic thinking and closer cooperation between teachers across the curriculum and across educational stages. 
 
Above all, such approaches help combat exclusion, xenophobia, discrimination and other forms of threats to social cohesion. In this way they contribute to quality education for all.  They will continue to underpin the new programme.   

A more detailed definition of these terms can be found below:
· “inclusive”: “Exclusion is a consequence of negative attitudes and a lack of response to diversity in economic status, social class, ethnicity, language, religion, gender, sexual orientation and ability” (UNESCO);
· “plurilingual education”: Awareness raising of each individual‘s language repertoire/Encourages learning of lesser used or unfamiliar languages/Highlighting social value of linguistic diversity/Not restricted to language education/Challenges monolingual attitudes;
· “plurilingual competences”: Capacity to acquire and use different competences in different languages, at different levels of proficiency and for different functions;
· “intercultural”: Combination of knowledge, skills, attitudes and behavior which allow a speaker to recognize, understand, interpret and accept other ways of living and thinking beyond his or her home culture. This competence is not limited to language ability.

So what are the current priorities in ECML member states?  
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In order to identify the current priorities in ECML member states, the centre undertook an extensive consultation with its member states through the Governing Board, the National Nominating Authorities and National Contact points, as well with project team members and the members of the Professional Network Forum. This process resulted in the identification of the priorities shown in this diagram. The consultation revealed evidence of significant gaps between policy and practice, between academic theory and classroom reality and between the needs of practitioners and the support available.

As you can see, teacher education lies at the very heart of these priorities and this is precisely where the work of the ECML can make a difference.  These priorities are reflected in the proposed themes for project proposals in the new Call. 

Please note:  although formative assessment is an element of several themes for project proposals, the wider theme of testing and assessment is covered primarily by the ECML’s Training and Consultancy for member states.   
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NB: it is not necessary to go into any detail here. This is simply a list of the relevant background documents/Council of Europe recommendations which have been taken into account when developing the current Call. There are some notes below in case you wish to look at these more closely.

Bullet point 1:
Recommendation CM/Rec (2012)13 of the Committee of Ministers to member States on ensuring quality education
Key points: What do we mean by “quality education”? Quality is linked to the purposes of education: preparation for employment; preparation for life as active citizens in democratic societies; personal development; or the development and maintenance of a broad and advanced knowledge base. The recommendation considers that ensuring quality education is a public responsibility which needs to be adapted to the level of education and age of students. It also emphasises that, at system level, social inclusion must be seen as an integral part of the notion of quality. 

Bullet point 2:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Report from the Secretary General of the Council of Europe (April 2014). 
He pointed to the lack of investment in education and democratic culture in European countries. The report warns that political priorities on "Education for Employability" should be balanced with sustainable education for democracy.

Bullet point 3: importance of skills in the language (s) of schooling as a pre-requisite for equity and quality in education as well as educational success. 

Bullet point 4: disappointing results of Surveylang. Europe a long way away from “ mother-tongue +2” – more needs to be done to improve the quality, efficiency and effectiveness of foreign language teaching, and to encourage learners to learn more languages. 
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This slide provides an overview of the project themes in the new Call. It is easy to see how these link to the national priorities. In the next few slides, we will go into these projects in much more detail. 
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+ “State of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe”
Council of Europe (2014)
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+ Council of the European Union conclusions on multilingualism and
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